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rolicall 407—Speier Amendment; “yes” on roll-
call 408—the DelLauro/Markey/Frank Amend-
ment; “yes” on rollcall 409—the Motion to Re-
commit on H.R. 4480; “no” on rollcall 410—
Final Passage of H.R. 4480; and “no” on roll-
call 411—Motion to Instruct Conferees on H.R.
4348.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 5973, AGRICULTURE, RURAL
DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG
ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2013; AND PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 5972,
TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2013

Ms. FOXX, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 112-545) on the resolution (H.
Res. 697) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 5973) making appropria-
tions for Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies programs for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2013,
and for other purposes; and providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 5972)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing
and Urban Development, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
my friend, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. CANTOR), the majority lead-
er, to inquire of the majority leader
the schedule for the week to come.

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman
from Maryland, the Democratic whip,
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, the House
will meet in pro forma session, but no
votes are expected.

On Tuesday, the House will meet at
noon for morning-hour and 2 p.m. for
legislative business. Votes will be post-
poned until 6:30 p.m.

On Wednesday and Thursday, the
House will meet at 10 a.m. for morning-
hour and noon for legislative business.

On Friday, the House will meet at 9
a.m. for legislative business. Last votes
of the week are expected no later than
3 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, the House will consider
a number of bills under suspension of
the rules, a complete list of which will
be announced by the close of business
tomorrow.

In addition, the House may consider
two appropriations bills next week,
H.R. 5972, the Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development Appropria-
tions Act, and H.R. 5973, the Agri-
culture, Rural Development, and Food
and Drug Administration Act.
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Members are advised that the House
will begin consideration of one of these
two bills after the 6:30 p.m. vote series
on Tuesday and should expect an addi-
tional late evening series of votes on
amendments. Again, Mr. Speaker, that
is on Tuesday.

The House is also scheduled to con-
sider a privileged resolution finding
Eric H. Holder, Jr., Attorney General
of the U.S. Department of Justice, in
contempt of Congress for refusal to
comply with a subpoena issued by the
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

Finally, I expect the House to con-
sider legislation dealing with both the
expiring authority of our Nation’s
highway programs, as well as the pend-
ing increase in the Federal subsidized
student loan rate.

Before I yield back, Mr. Speaker, I
want to assure Members that we will
accommodate both the congressional
White House picnic on Wednesday
night, as well as the congressional
baseball game on Thursday evening.
Debate may continue on appropriations
amendments after the picnic and dur-
ing the baseball game, but during those
events no votes will take place.

I thank the gentleman.

Mr. HOYER. Obviously, the gen-
tleman has spoken to a number of very
important pieces of legislation, and I
want to talk about those. Then I want
to talk about what I believe to be a di-
version from the important business of
this country. But I will get to, first,
the highway conference.

On Friday, it will be 100 days since
the Senate has passed a bipartisan bill,
a bill which had 75 Members of the
United States Senate for it. That con-
ference has not yet reported out. I un-
derstand there is some activity on
that.

The House overwhelmingly voted for
the Walz MTI, and it said the conferees
ought to report out a conference report
by tomorrow. I don’t know whether
that’s about to happen—today is to-
morrow—but we will see whether or
not it proceeds. Perhaps the gentleman
can give us some information on that
issue.

I’ve offered a motion, as the gen-
tleman knows, to instruct to give the
House an up-or-down vote on the Sen-
ate bill if we can’t wait for a bill that
comes out of conference. Clearly, if it
doesn’t come out of conference, it’s
going to cost us a lot of jobs. It will
not protect the 1.9 million jobs the
Senate bill protects, and it will not
create approximately 1 million addi-
tional jobs.

As the gentleman knows, it is our
view that we’ve been considering a lot
of legislation which does not create
jobs, does not impact positively the
growth in our economy; but I think
there is little dispute that the highway
bill will in fact do that.

In addition, there has been a lot of
talk about certainty. I agree with the
premise that we ought to give cer-
tainty to the economy and to employ-
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ers and employees, and to States and
subdivisions and private sector con-
tractors. Obviously, if we don’t extend
the highway bill, that will not be the
case. In fact, it will be a very uncertain
world in which they will be operating.

So can my friend tell me what the
status of the conference is, if he
knows? I will tell you, very frankly,
that the Democratic conferees do not
know the status of the conference.

And I will yield to my friend.

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman.

I would say to the gentleman the
conferees continue to work in a bi-
cameral nature. The discussions are
proceeding between Chairman MICA
and Chairman BOXER. And as the gen-
tleman knows, I have said before, we
are desirous of seeing a bill done, as
the gentleman said, to afford more cer-
tainty to the folks who are relying on
the funding of our Nation’s transpor-
tation program. We certainly think it
would be a huge benefit to producing a
bill prior to the expiration of the pro-
gram next week, but knowing full well
most of us do not want to see any kind
of shutdown in the funding, that we
would be prepared in any way to make
sure that does not happen.
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But the intention is to allow these
conferees to continue to do their work
and, hopefully, we’ll have a bill to vote
on next week.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for that information. I hope the gentle-
man’s correct.

My concern, and the concern on this
side, continues to be the position—as
Mr. SHUSTER, who is the one of the
ranking members and whose dad, of
course, chaired the Transportation
Committee at one point in time. There
was a story that SHUSTER acknowl-
edged that the House GOP’s leader-
ship’s inability to pass its 5-year, $260
billion transportation bill ‘“weakens
our hand in conference.” And this is
what concerned me, Mr. Leader.

But he added, “‘It’s not an option to
give away the House position.”

Now, he was referring to, of course, a
bill which has not passed this House,
has not even been brought to the floor
of this House. And that article went on
to say, House Republicans say they are
willing to walk away from the highway
bill talks if they cannot get what they
want.

Now, this was an interview—I see Mr.
SHUSTER on the floor, and Mr. SHU-
STER’s a friend of mine. I'll be glad to
hear what he has to say on that mat-
ter, and I'1l yield to him.

Mr. SHUSTER. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. And what I was re-
ferring to is we did send over a position
on our extension, and that was the
streamlining that we wanted in our
original bill but was in the extension.
So that’s what I was talking about.
That’s the House position. And as far
as I can tell, things are moving in a
positive direction. But I guess we’ll be
debating your motion to instruct a lit-
tle later.
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